February I.euder’s‘Puge

Genesis 13:8—9b NIV

FAMILY LOVE

ou have probably noticed an abundance of chocolate hearts

and Valentine candy this month. Valentine’s Day encourages
our expression of love—but what happens when the heart

candy is no longer available? How effective are we, in
regularly expressing our love and gratitude to those we love?

Abram set a beautiful example for us in Genesis 13.
Disagreement rose between Abram and Lot (his nephew) because
the land where they lived was too small to support both of their
families and possessions. Rather than overlook the tension, Abram
does two things:

1. He directly addresses Lot with a plea for them to stop arguing.
“Let’s not have any quarrelling between you and me, or between your
herders and mine, for we are close relatives.” (Genesis 13:8, NIV)

2. He provides a solution to the cause of the argument. “If you go to
the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left.”
(Genesis 13:9b, NIV)

God’s love empowers us to address problems head-on, with
kindness. Rather than ignore the issue or talk around it, Abram’s
love for Lot drove him to seek reconciliation by speaking honestly
about their disagreement. This must have taken courage, but it was
necessary for their conflict to be resolved.

With God’s love overflowing in our lives, we can love our family
through any difficulty or disagreement. We can draw on God’s
wisdom, courage, and strength to address our differences in love
and seek Him for a solution.

After reading the Scripture, consider these questions:

® What are some of the things involved in seeking
reconciliation to protect family love?

¢ Is there a disagreement with someone that you have been
avoiding addressing?

*Consider the love you have for that person. What is stopping
you from talking to them about the disagreement to seek
reconciliation?

Complete your monthly report and turn it in to the Corps Officer.

Gathering
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