
Forgiveness? We all want it, even though we do not deserve 
it, especially in our relationship with God. Luckily, God’s 
economy is not like our human economy! He gives us what we 
do not deserve, which is forgiveness through His grace.

David was in desperate need of forgiveness. He knew he was loved 
by God, but also knew his actions affected his relationship with God. 
He needed to repent. Psalms 51:10 lets us know that David knew his 
issues were all a matter of where his heart was. He says, “Create in me 
a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

David knew God intimately and brings God’s character into the 
equation in his plea for forgiveness. He says, “Have mercy on me 
according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot 
out my transgressions” (51:1).

We learn a lot from the forefathers of our faith. Like David, we 
love God with our whole heart, but we have times of weakness and 
failure. Just as God loved David, he loves us. He seeks us out. He 
is compassionate towards us and His love for us never ceases. He 
is always willing to forgive the repentant sinner. David laid out his 
lament in Psalms 51, modeling for us a heart of repentance before 
God.

Repentance for our transgressions is an important part of 
forgiveness. Fortunately for us the most important part has been 
accomplished by a Loving Father through His Son. Jesus said: “It is 
Finished”!

After reading scripture, consider these questions
• In this psalm, David uses 3 different words for sin, (sin is 

one of them) what are the other two? What is the difference 
between the terms?

• Read verse 4, who was David’s sin against? He says, “against 
God only”, is that true?

• On verse 7 David asks to be ‘cleansed with hyssop’, why 
does he say this? What is the correlation between hyssop and 
forgiveness?

• What is the importance of repentance in our desire for 
forgiveness?
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1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me.

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are right in your verdict 
and justified when you judge.

5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
you taught me wisdom in that secret place.

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

9 Hide your face from my sins 
and blot out all my iniquity.

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

11 Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
so that sinners will turn back to you.

14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 
you who are God my Savior, 
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

15 Open my lips, Lord, 
and my mouth will declare your praise.

16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart 
you, God, will not despise.

18 May it please you to prosper Zion, 
to build up the walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, 
in burnt offerings offered whole; 
then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Psalm 51



Go
in

g
De

ep
erRe

pe
nt

an
ce

 a
nd

 se
ar

ch
ing

 o
f o

ur
 h

ea
rts

 sh
ou

ld 
be

 a
 

co
nt

inu
ou

s p
ar

t o
f o

ur
 re

lat
ion

sh
ip 

wi
th

 G
od

. 1
 

Jo
hn

 1
:9

 sa
ys

, “
If 

we
 co

nf
es

s o
ur

 si
n, 

He
 is

 
fa

ith
fu

l a
nd

 ju
st 

to 
fo

rg
ive

 u
s o

ur
 si

ns
 a

nd
 

to 
cle

an
se

 u
s 

fro
m 

all
 u

nr
igh

teo
us

ne
ss.

” 
Co

ns
ide

r t
he

 n
ex

t S
cri

ptu
re

 v
er

se
s t

o 
he

lp 
yo

u e
xa

mi
ne

 fo
rg

ive
ne

ss 
in 

yo
ur

 he
ar

t a
s p

ar
t 

of
 yo

ur
 re

lat
ion

sh
ip 

wi
th

 G
od

. 

FO
RG

IV
EN

ES
S 

OF
 O

TH
ER

S 
IS

 A
N 

IM
PO

RT
AN

T 
 

PA
RT

 O
F 

OU
R 

OW
N 

FO
RG

IV
EN

ES
S:

 
D

is
cu

ss
 M

ar
k 

11
:2

4 
to

ge
th

er
.

2 
CO

RI
NT

HI
AN

S 
7:

10
 D

ES
CR

IB
ES

 T
HE

 T
YP

E O
F 

RE
PE

NT
AN

CE
 D

AV
ID

 S
HO

W
ED

 IN
 P

SA
LM

S 
51

. 
W

h
at

 d
oe

s 
‘s

al
va

ti
on

 w
it

h
ou

t r
eg

re
t’

 m
ea

n
 to

 y
ou

?

W
ri

tte
n 

by
 M

aj
or

 R
ic

k 
St

ar
ke

y,
 

N
or

th
er

n 
N

ew
 E

ng
la

nd
 D

iv
is

io
n 

Go
in

g
De

ep
erRe

pe
nt

an
ce

 a
nd

 se
ar

ch
ing

 o
f o

ur
 h

ea
rts

 sh
ou

ld 
be

 a
 

co
nt

inu
ou

s p
ar

t o
f o

ur
 re

lat
ion

sh
ip 

wi
th

 G
od

. 1
 

Jo
hn

 1
:9

 sa
ys

, “
If 

we
 co

nf
es

s o
ur

 si
n, 

He
 is

 
fa

ith
fu

l a
nd

 ju
st 

to 
fo

rg
ive

 u
s o

ur
 si

ns
 a

nd
 

to 
cle

an
se

 u
s 

fro
m 

all
 u

nr
igh

teo
us

ne
ss.

” 
Co

ns
ide

r t
he

 n
ex

t S
cri

ptu
re

 v
er

se
s t

o 
he

lp 
yo

u e
xa

mi
ne

 fo
rg

ive
ne

ss 
in 

yo
ur

 he
ar

t a
s p

ar
t 

of
 yo

ur
 re

lat
ion

sh
ip 

wi
th

 G
od

. 

FO
RG

IV
EN

ES
S 

OF
 O

TH
ER

S 
IS

 A
N 

IM
PO

RT
AN

T 
 

PA
RT

 O
F 

OU
R 

OW
N 

FO
RG

IV
EN

ES
S:

 
D

is
cu

ss
 M

ar
k 

11
:2

4 
to

ge
th

er
.

2 
CO

RI
NT

HI
AN

S 
7:

10
 D

ES
CR

IB
ES

 T
HE

 T
YP

E O
F 

RE
PE

NT
AN

CE
 D

AV
ID

 S
HO

W
ED

 IN
 P

SA
LM

S 
51

. 
W

h
at

 d
oe

s 
‘s

al
va

ti
on

 w
it

h
ou

t r
eg

re
t’

 m
ea

n
 to

 y
ou

?

W
ri

tte
n 

by
 M

aj
or

 R
ic

k 
St

ar
ke

y,
 

N
or

th
er

n 
N

ew
 E

ng
la

nd
 D

iv
is

io
n 


